





A Tale of Two Henleys: HWR 2009...

MBC women’s IV+ at Henley Women'’s Regatta 2009.

ast summer the plan for Women’s Henley

was to enter W1 in two IV+s, one made up
of our CUW girls, the other the rest of MBC'’s
W1. However an injury in the blue IV+ upset the
plans and despite Deborah’s best efforts, finding
a suitable sub proved to be an impossible task.
Ultimately just one IV+ made the journey down
to camp beside the Thames.

The timing of the event was not ideal (just after
the Magdalene May Ball!) but our IV+ managed
to get in some good training during may week and
had time to recover from the ball sleeping in the
back of the car on the way to Henley. Traffic meant
we arrived later than planned but our wonderful
supporters Susannah and Matt had set up tents by
the time we arrived giving us time to rig up and
get out to practice the course before dark.

The following morning we rowed down to the
start for the qualifying. The timed piece went well
and felt comfortable but we knew we had more to
give for our race later in the day. We were drawn
up against Lancaster University who proved to be
formidable opponents about twice our size...

Despite this we had a good start off the stake
boat and settled into a solid rhythm coming past
the island. Unfortunately so did the Lancaster
girls. They moved to stay ahead for most of the
race, and though we rowed much better than in
qualifying, never giving up, they eventually beat
us by a couple of lengths.

It was a great way to end the year’s rowing, and
hopefully we’ll return next year with strong crew
to beat someone over that finish line!

by Elissa Tennant-Brown

Bow: Deborah Smith

2: Lydia Levy

3: Ciara Drummond
Stroke: Gabi Darby

Cox: Elissa Tennant-Brown
Coach: Andy Nield
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...And HRR 2009

This was the first time in a while that MBC had
put out a crew in an attempt to qualify for Henley
Royal Regatta. We were aiming to qualify for
the Temple Challenge Cup, and we knew the
competition would be tough, and quite rightly
so! Unfortunately, we could not have our blades
winning May Bumps crew, as our strokeman,
Simon Illingworth, could not make the qualifiers,
yet we found a very willing and experienced sub
in Robin Jones, from Emmanuel, stroke of the
Emma boat bumped on the way to blades (we
didn’t mention this to him...much!)

Almostimmediately after Bumps, we were back
on the water every day, in order to give the new
crew time to settle. With Josh Wedlake, former
CULRC trialist, stroking, we knew we were in
safe hands. We even had an outing the day after
Magdalene May Ball, proving how determined
we were to qualify (despite the hangovers!).

On the day itself, most of the crew made it
down early, However, two members of the crew
graduating on this day had to arrive not too long
before we had to push off. Luckily, they both
arrived in time. We carried the boat through the
enclosures, past the biggest tent I’ve ever seen.
There was such a buzz, crews coming and going,
and this was only qualification day; the real thing
must be an incredible sight!

We rowed down to the start, with tensions
high and nerves on a knife’s edge, and joined the
queue waiting to start. Looking over to the bank,
we saw (and heard) Sir Steve Redgrave sitting
marshalling the crews!
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Before we knew it, off we went, rowing hard
and fast and as best as we could have hoped for.
The end of the piece brought the usual pain, sweat
and tears, but also satisfaction. We had given it our
best shot, but the results were announced shortly
afterwards. Sadly, we missed qualification by
about 8 seconds (although only 4 seconds slower
than LMBC); we were gutted, but not defeated.

We enjoyed the experience and the challenge
so much that the race is now on already to ensure
that we stand the best chance of making it through
in 2010. Being given the chance to row on the
prestigious Henley course was fantastic, and it
was a great experience for myself, and the others
in the crew who had only taken up rowing while
at Cambridge. As this year’s Men’s Captain, I am
already excited about the prospects of qualifying
for Henley this year — I can’t wait!

by Ben Tucker

Bow: Max Smithwick

2: Duncan Brisk

3: Robin Jones (Emmanuel BC)
4: Graham Forrest

5: Ben Hanning

6: Ben Tucker

7: Stephen Ryan

Stroke: Josh Wedlake

Cox: Tom Wilson

Coach: Andy Nield

Ist Men’s VIII Magdalene/Emmanuel composite at Henley Royal Regatta Qualifiers 2009.
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An MBC Reunion at Henley 2009
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1966-68 Reunion crew on the landing stage at HRR 2009, with cox Richard Tedder (standing) and coach John

Bevan (kneeling).

ay back in the mists of time, when boats

were made of wood, college food was
inedible and there were no girls on the river (the
more’s the pity), a crew from MBC won the
Visitors’ Cup at Henley.

In 1967, with confidence drawn from two sets
of blades won in the Lents and Mays that year,
an VIII coached by LV “Beave” Bevan set off for
the Royal Regatta with high hopes. Sadly, having
won its first heat, the VIII had to be withdrawn
at the very last minute following the sudden
illness of one of the crew. Subsequently, all the
Club’s efforts were concentrated on those (Chico
de Sola, Michael Davis, Robert Crichton and
Geoffrey Lubbock) lucky enough to be
selected from the VIII to row in the coxless IV.

After 3 easy rounds, the IV took the 4th from
Imperial College, London, by an agonising %
length. The finals the following day were almost an
anticlimax; the IV finding itself up against a
IV drawn from 1st and 3rd, the victorious but
“knackered” winners of the Ladies, and winning
by a comfortable 2 lengths.

Some of those who had taken part in this exciting

event met to celebrate its 25th Anniversary and
Richard Hamersley organised a small gathering
to celebrate the 40th. Talk around the dinner
table turned to the possibility of a more
comprehensive gathering of old MBC friends
and, after a false start the following year — we
discovered rather late that 6 months was not
enough notice to find beds in Henley at Regatta
time — we met in strength at Henley this year.
There were 16 of us — some from across the Pond
— with wives, partners, children and “Fanny”,
Richard Tedder’s vintage Rolls Royce.

The weather was kind and, remarkably, so
had been the years; we actually recognised each
other! We broke the ice with a noisy supper on
Friday at the Loch Fyne, watched the young
exhaust themselves in boats on Saturday, and
dined together that night at the Hotel du Vin.

We were joined at dinner by two contemporary,
distinguished and very brave MBC members
— Susannah Cass and Tom Wilson — and, on a
conference telephone call, by Chico de Sola who
wasn’table to join us in person. Instead, he had sent
the outstanding coffee we enjoyed after dinner all
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the way from the family estate in San Salvador.
The following morning, nine of us took to the
water in a borrowed VIII. Amazingly, no one
died. Actually, we were rather good. We were
passed by Sir Steve Redgrave on his way to
umpire a race; he watched us with amazement
...before covering his eyes and turning away. I

can’t imagine why. This newsletter exists to keep our members in

) touch with current boat club happenings, but
By Robert Crichton

MBC ‘68 also to keep our members in touch with each
others after MBC! We’d love to hear your rowing
news (how many alumni are rowing in exotic

July 4th 2009: locations?), reminisces and reports on alumni

Bow:  Tim Guiness activity from any corner of the world, be it on

7. Ed Bolton the Cam, Thames or Nile. For more info or to

3. Robert Crichton submit a short piece on your activities, contact

4 Mark Buxton Robyn Inglis (rhi20@cam.ac.uk).

5: Roger Cheever

6: Michael Davis - President 1967 We’d also like to encourage more of past crews

7 Geoffrey Lubbock to reunite, on the water or off. For enquries about

Stroke: Gib Vincent arranging your own alumni reunions, drop Chris

Cox: Richard Tedder Laws a line (chris.laws@cantab.net) We’d

Coach: John Bevan love to hear from you!

Preparations are now well underway to revive the annual MBC reunion dinner. Held
on the Friday of May Bumps, the dinner is a wonderful time to visit college, enjoy
a good meal with old friends, and make some new ones! Saturday can then be spent
enjoying all the action on the river from the comfort of the FoOMBC Marquee on
Ditton Fields, widely held as the best Mays marquee in Cambridge!

The dinner will take place in the new Cripps Court Gallery in Magdalene, on Friday
11th June. This year the dinner will also be open to partners and friends of MBC
Alumni and we would love to see as many of you there as possible. Exact details

will be publicised in the coming months, but in the meantime, save the date!

MBC Reunion Dinner 2010
11th June, Cripps Court, Magdalene College

www.magdaleneboatclub.com




Stew, Guinness and Currachs...
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CUCRA In Action: I-r Hermione Tuck, Susannah Cass, & Chris Kerr take to open water, with a helping

shove from John Kyffin.

You may never have heard of Currachs,
traditional Irish coastal sculling boats.
It is also highly unlikely that you are aware of
the Cambridge University Currach Rowing
Association. However, we hope you won’t
be surprised to hear that MBC members and
alumni have been instrumental in introducing
this wacky new/ancient tradition to Cambridge.

This summer, not one, but four previous
members of Magdalene Boat Club represented
the University at the Irish International Currach
Championships held in Warrenpoint, Northern
Ireland. For Hermione Tuck and Susannah
Cass (MBC 06-09 and CUWBC Blues) it
was a return trip having raced at the regatta in
Omeath (Republic of Ireland) the previous
year. For Gabi Darby (MBC 06-09) and John
Kyffin (MBC 04-08 and former CULRC Half
Blue) it was an all-new eye-opening experience.

It has been suggested that the MBC domination
of CUCRA may have more than a little to do
with our club’s unofficial moto “if you can’t
drink for MBC, you can’t row for MBC”

(R.H. Anon) and the Championships certainly
offer the full Irish rowing experience: rain, stew,
Guinness and a whole load of good craic! This
year’s team really made the most of the weekend
not only in the Currach rowing but also competing
in an openwater swimming race, sailing,
motorbiking, speedboating and wake-boarding.

Sadly the only MBC victory was Hermione’s
very well deserved 3rd place in the openwater
swim but the Cambridge team were able to
celebrate Chris Kerr (St Catz) regaining his Men’s
singles title and there is much hope for a greater
medal count next year.

We hope that members of MBC will continue
the tradition of Currach racing, an interesting and
challenging experience; and continue to represent
our club atevery opportunity, wherever they may
be in the world.

By Susannah Cass & Hermione Tuck

www.fombc.com



Over the last few years a large number of blades have built up in the boathouse
awaiting collection by their proud owners. If you are any of the following, or
know how to contact them, please endeavour to get the owners in touch with Paul
Knights (pmk26@cam.ac.uk) to arrange collection so room can be made for future
MBC winnings!

NAME BOAT EVENT YEAR POSITION
Sarah Hogg Ist Ladies VIII Lents/Mays 2007 Bow

M. K. Taylor 2nd Men VIII Mays 2003 Stroke
Anna Roberts 2nd Ladies VIII Mays 2007 Stroke

J. S. Jacobs 2nd Men VIII Mays 2006 2

T. C. Baggueley 2nd Men VIII Mays 2006 7

A Constantinides 3rd Ladies VIII Mays 2007 5

N. G. Bailey 2nd Men VIII Mays 2002 4

J.R. Hird 2nd Men VIII Mays 2003 7

R. E. Borrill Ist Ladies VIII Mays 1994 4

BNY Mellon Asset Management International Limited, 160 Queen Victoria Street, London EC4V 4LA. Registered in England No. 1118580. Authorised
and regulated by the Financial Services Authority. BNY Mellon Asset Management International Limited is ultimately owned by The Bank of New
York Mellon Corporation. 18281 11-09
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Dates for Your Diary

23rd-27th Feburary: Lent Bumps
13th March: Women’s Head of the River
27th March: Head of the River Race
9th-12th June: May Bumps
12th June: MBC Mays Marquee
12th-13th June: Marlow Regatta
18th-20th June: Henley Women’s Regatta
30th June-4th July: Henley Royal Regatta

The Friends of Magdalene Boat Club
FoMBC Coordinator: Chris Laws
chris.laws@cantab.net, 07788 722 877
Alumni Officer: Robyn Inglis:
rhi20@cam.ac.uk, 07914 984 212
www.fombc.com
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BNY MELLON
ASSET MANAGEMENT
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